Life'sTest

It may be to your advantage to thoughtfully
read this handout, there will be atest! The
Bible makesit clear that all must take an
exam at the end of life: “ it is appointed for
men to die once, but after this the judgment”
(Hebrews 9:27). Areyou ready for God's
performance review?

The Problem

God created people in Hisimage (Genesis
1:27). One of the most profound aspects

of being in theimage of God is that people
have a free will to either accept or reject a
relationship with their Creator. From the
very beginning, it has been mankind’ s nature
to exercise hiswill by putting himself ahead
of God. Thisiswhat separates usfrom God
and keeps us from enjoying a relationship
with Him.

The Bible calls mankind' s selfish nature
sin. All of usare born with this problem,
“for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Sin has
gotten so bad in this age that many don’t
even acknowledge God's existence and
rationalize that thislifeisall thereis. But
deep down inside, al people know the truth
because God has written key fundamental s of
His Law on their hearts (Romans 2:14-15).

Another aspect of being in the image of
God isthat al people will exist into eternity
future. But theissueis, where will you spend
eternity? Those who pass God' s test will
spend eternity with Him, those who fail will
spend it separated from Him in punishment:
“for the wages of sin is death” (Romans
6:23). Thisdeath is spiritual death and aso
called the “ second death” in Revelation 21:8.

The Wrong Answer

One of the ways mankind’s selfish nature
manifestsitself isin thinking God' s favor
can be earned by being a good person. All
thereligions of the world teach that eternal
lifeis obtainable by doing good things. All
religions are wrong! Apart from having a

relationship with God, good works have no
eternal value, “ all our righteousnesses are
likefilthy rags’ (Isaiah 64:6).

The Bible teaches that to earn a place
in heaven, God's standard is perfection:
“ Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your
Father in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).
God made this clear in His Law beginning
with the Ten Commandments. Even if it was
possible for people to appear perfect to men
by not sinning outwardly, it is not possible
to hide your true motives from God for,
“the LORD knows the thoughts of man”
(Psalm 94:11). All who are honest with
themselves will have to acknowledge that
itis not possible to meet God' s standard,
“for whoever shall keep the whole law, and
yet stumblein one point, heis guilty of all”
(James 2:10).

The Right Answer

Fortunately for us, “ God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). God
had mercy on His creation and provided a
way for people to be saved from the second
death: “ God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us’ (Romans 5:8). God took
the form of one of His creations and paid the
penalty for the sins of those who believe
Him.
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