The Olivet Discour se
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"when you see all these things, know that it is near-- at the doors!"

(Matthew 24:33)

Note: Scripture used in this Bible Study is from the New
King James Version.

Arethereany prophetic signsthat must take place prior
totherapture?

No, the rapture isimminent, it is the next major event on
God's prophetic clock.

If theraptureisimminent, why then do we bother to
study about thetribulation that takes place after the
rapture?

We can see the stage being set for the tribulation which
reinforces for all who have spiritual discernment how close
we areto the Lord’ s return.

What do we know about to whom the book of Matthew
waswritten?

The book of Matthew was written originally to the Jews so
that they may come to believe that Jesus was the Messiah.

How should the intended audience of the Book of
Matthew impact they way we study the Olivet

Discour se?

We need to keep in mind that the Olivet Discourseis
directed primarily to Jewish believers and thus we should
keep in mind that the emphasisis on the time of Jacob’s
trouble which we know as the tribulation.

1. Matthew 24:1-2 - What did Jesus prophesy about the
templein Jerusalem?
1  Then Jesuswent out and departed from the
temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the
buildings of the temple.
2 And Jesus said to them, "Do you nhot see all these
things? Assuredly, | say to you, not one stone shall be
left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down."
Jesus prophesied that the temple would be destroyed: "not
one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be
thrown down."

Did this prophecy of the temple come to pass?

Y es, the armies of the Roman general Tituslaid siegeto
Jerusalemin 70 A.D. The Romans burned the temple then
destroyed it looking for gold that had melted between the
stonesin thefire.
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2. Matthew 24:3 - What three questions did the disciples
ask Jesus?

3 Now asHe sat on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when
will these things be? And what will be the sign of Y our
coming, and of the end of the age?"

(1) When will the temple be destroyed?

(2) What will be the sign of Y our coming?

(3) What will be the sign of the end of the age?

3. Matthew 24:3 - What assumption wer e the disciples
making by the way they asked these questions?

The disciples asked these three questions together so they

must have assumed that all three would happen at the same

time.

4. Matthew 24:4-6 - Which questions did Jesus answer ?
4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed
that no one deceives you.

5  "For many will comein My name, saying, 'l am
the Christ," and will deceive many.

6  "Andyou will hear of wars and rumors of wars.
See that you are not troubled; for all these things must
cometo pass, but the end is not yet.

Jesus addressed the times leading up to the end of the age

which, we'll find, also correspond with Christ'sreturn. He

didn’t specifically address when the temple would be
destroyed but instead focused on the weightier matters of

His coming and the end of the age.

Preterits believe all the propheciesin Matthew have been
fulfilled. How can they believe that and what problems
does this belief have?

Preterits believe that the events associated with destruction
of thetemplein 70 AD fulfilled the prophecies of Matthew
24. But to believe thisyou must spiritualize (apply an
interpretive spiritual meaning to) the Bible since these
prophecies were not literally fulfilled. The destruction of
the temple was atype of the tribulation but it did not literally
fulfill the prophecy since Jesus has not literally returned.

Thisis probably a good place to describe the three major
views of the order of the major end-time events:

Amillennial — These believe the present age of Christ’srule

in the church is the millennium spoken of in Revelation.
They hold to one resurrection and judgment marking the end
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of history aswe know it and the beginning of life eternal.
They don't believein aliteral rapture of the church.

Post Millennial — These believe that Christ will return after
along period of expansion and spiritual prosperity for the
church brought about by the preaching of the gospel, the
Spirit’ s blessing, and the church’s work toward
righteousness, justice, and peace. The period isnot alitera
1000 years but an extended time of prosperity. They too do
not believein aliteral rapture of the church.

Premillennial — These believe that Christ will physically
return to end the battle of Armageddon and literally rule on
earth for 1000 years. There are two primary views on the
timing of the rapture among Premillennialists: a

pritribul ational rapture (Dispensational Premillennialists)
and amid or post-tribulational rapture (Historical
Premillennialists).

Amillennialists and Post Millennialists are also known as
preterits beliefing that the prophecies about the tribulation
have aready been fulfilled in history. Preterits believe that
the church has replaced Isragl in God' s economy, that al the
promises God made to Israel now apply to the church.

How do you respond to the view that all the promises
God madeto Israel now apply to the church?
Certainly the church is spiritual Israel but as Gentiles, we
have been grafted in, Isragl is represented by the natural
branches that will be grafted back in during the end-times,
see Romans 11, especially verses 25 and 26.

Another indicator that someone is a preterit is when they
make a big deal about being a“New Testament Church.”
Certainly all churches are New Testament Churches but
what people often mean by thisis that they do not study the
Old Testament at all. After dl, if all the Old Testament
prophecies have been fulfilled, why bother?

5. Matthew 24:4-5 - What did Jesuswarn of ?
Jesus warned that there will be deceptions before He returns.

6. Matthew 24:5 - What primary deception did Jesus
warn us about?

Jesus warned us that many will come in His name claiming

to be Him.

Arethereinstances of people claiming to be Christ

today? What arethey?

e Cult leaderslike David Koresh of the Branch Davidians
(asect of the Seventh Day Adventists) claim to be
Christ.

e New Agerssay, "you can be your own Christ." They
also say, "Jesus was only an enlightened person & an
example of what we can become." Jesus’ prophecy
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that, "many will come... will deceive many," is certainly
seen in the New Age lie which is not really new: "ye
shall be asgods" (Genesis 3:5)

e Theseinstances of fase christs are but foreshadowings
of what it will be like during the tribulation.

We know what wars are, what isarumor of war?

e It could be the threat of war like we had during the
“cold war.” During the cold war we conducted
operations as if we were at war and thisis still going on
to a certain extent today with having nuclear weapons at
the ready.

e But most likely thisrefers to hearing about war in afar
off place that doesn't effect you. There are so many
wars today and global communications are so routine
that these rumors of war are a feature of the age we live
in.

7. Matthew 24:6 - How should Christiansreact to " wars
and rumors of wars'?

Christians should not be troubled by wars and rumors of

war.

Why shouldn’t Christians be troubled by " wars and

rumors of wars' ?

e Warsand rumors of wars are not signs the end has
started yet, they simply precede the time of the end of
the world as we now know it. Wars are but the
beginning of the end.

e Also, Christians who come to Christ before the end of
the Age of Grace will be spared having to suffer
through the tribulation (we'll delve more into why this
islater).

e A remnant of Jewish believerswill be supernaturally
protected through the tribul ation.

What will cause theworld aswe now know it to end?
When Jesus returns, He will personally rule the nations of
theworld. Much of creation will be restored to the way it
was prior to man’s sin in the Garden of Eden. Thisisbut a
foreshadowing of the recreation God will work at the
beginning of the eternal state. (See my study on heaven
where it discusses the millennial reign of Christ.)

8. Matthew 24:7 - What five partsare given to " the sign
of Your coming" ?

7 "For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be famines,
pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.

(1) nation will rise against nation

(2) kingdom against kingdom

(3) famines - starving, food shortages

(4) pestilences - disease

(5) earthquakes

2-2



Istheuseof "nation” and " kingdom" redundant in this
passage? What isthe difference between " nation" and
"kingdom" ?

No. Theword “nation” in the Greek is ethnos meaning a
multitude, people, race, belonging & living together. The
word “kingdom” in the Greek is basileia meaning dominion,
realm, apeoplein aterritory being governed.

Haven't we always had these signs? What then makes
them signs?

We have always had nations rising up against nations,
famines and earthquakes. The key to seeing these things as
signsisseeninverse8...

9. Matthew 24:8 - What time frameis given for thefive
signs Jesus gave?

“ Al these are the beginning of sorrows.”

The Greek word translated into “sorrows” is“odin” which

means birth pains. The apostle Paul also spoke of events

preceding the return of Christ as birth pains...
1Thessolonians 5:2-3 - For you yourselves know
perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as athief in
the night. For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then
sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains
upon a pregnant woman.

What is significant about the onset of birth pains?

How would thetiming of the contractions be
characterized?

Birth painsincrease in intensity and frequency, as time goes
on they become more painful and more often.

Asbirth pains become of greater intensity and
frequency, what isthe culmination of them?
Birth pains culminate in the birth itself which is continuous
intense pain followed by relief when it isall over. The
result of these birth pangs will be Christ returning to restore
order and set up Hisliteral kingdom on earth. Likewise, the
intensity and frequency of world-shaking events like the
Gulf war and the September 11" terrorist attack will occur
more frequently until it is continuous during the tribulation.
e The prophet Daniel also described the rate to which
end time events would begin to unfold in Daniel
9:26, "the end of it shall be with a flood".

10. Matthew 24:9-14 - What period is described by
these ver ses?
9  "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and
kill you, and you will be hated by al nations for My
name's sake.
10 "And then many will be offended, will betray one
another, and will hate one another.
11  "Then many false prophets will rise up and
deceive many.
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12 "And because lawlessness will abound, the love
of many will grow cold.
13 "But he who endures to the end shall be saved.
14 "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached
in all the world as awitnessto all the nations, and then
the end will come.

Matthew 14:9-14 describes the tribulation.

11. Matthew 24:9 - Who will be delivered into
tribulation?
Israel as anation will go through the tribulation. Note that
this message was primarily to the Jews. The Bibleis given
to us through the Jewish prophets, Jesus Himself came as a
Jew, and thisiswhy He came, to bring the message of the
kingdom of heaven to the Jews:
Matt 15:24 - "1 was not sent except to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel."

How do you reconcilethe fact that Jesus cameto savethe
lost sheep of the house of Israel with Hisdying so that all
people, Jew and Gentile would be saved?

Thereisno real conflict that needs reconciling here. God
chose the Jews to be his spokesmen to the world. Jesus did
come to bring salvation to al people but this message was
communicated through the Jews. Note that all the disciples
were Jews, Paul was a Jew, Jesus Himself was aJew. While
thereis application in the Olivet Discourse message to all
people, it was delivered to the Jews and thus has the most
direct application to them.

12. Matthew 24:9-14 - What things do these ver ses say
will happen during thetribulation?

(1) Jews and people who follow Christ will be hated &

killed by all nations

(2) people will betray and hate one another

(3) false prophetswill deceive many

(4) lawlessness will abound causing love to grow cold.

(5) The gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the

world

13. Matthew 24:9-14 - Have these things ever been
fulfilled in history?

e No... Jews& Christians have been killed for their
beliefs but not by all nations at the same time.

e Thegospel has not been preached in al the world.
Even with radio and the Internet, some are missed
and most who are not missed are not listening.
This verse will be completely fulfilled in the midst
of the tribulation...

Revelation 14:6-7 - Then | saw another angel flying in
the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach to those who dwell on the earth-- to every
nation, tribe, tongue, and people-- saying with aloud
voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of
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His judgment has come; and worship Him who made
heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water."

14. Matthew 24:13 - What will happen to those who
enduretotheend?
Those who endure to the end will be saved.

Doesthisenduring to the end mean that peoplewill earn
their salvation during this period?

No, trusting in the Lord is till the prerequisite for salvation
but those who are saved need to endure the tribulation to be
part of His kingdom on earth.

What will those who endure be saved from & to?

Those who endure will be saved from the tribulation, to the
millennial kingdom with Jesus as the King (i.e. they will
enter the kingdom).

15. Matthew 24:15 - What isthe event described in this

verse? (seealsoDaniel 9:27, 11:31, & 12:11)
Matthew 24:15 "Therefore when you see the 'abomination
of desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in
the holy place" (whoever reads, let him understand),

Dan 9:27 - Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for
one week; but in the middle of the week he shall bring an
end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of
abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until
the consummation, which is determined, is poured out on the
desolate."

Dan 11:31 - And forces shall be mustered by him, and they
shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall take away
the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of
desolation.

Dan 12:11 - And from the time that the daily sacrifice is

taken away, and the abomination of desolation is set up,

there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days.

e Theseversesal refer to the * abomination of
desolation.”

What doesthe " abomination of desolation” mean?

e  Theword abomination means horrible and revolting
deeds against God. The word desolation refersto an
event that devastates God's people.

e Theabomination of desolation replaces the daily
sacrifice and desecrates the temple, probably the setting
up an image of the Antichrist to be worshipped instead
of God. (see Rev 13:14-15)

So what must bein place for the great tribulation to
occur ?

The temple in Jerusalem must be rebuilt with the daily

sacrifices being conducted. Note that there hasto be a
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temple in Jerusalem for the Jews to resume their sacrifices
per Daniel 9:27.

Can thetribulation begin without the templein
Jerusalem?

Yes, the 70™ week of Daniel begins with the Antichrist
confirming atreaty with Israel which probably enables them
to have atemple. To fulfill Scripture, the temple only needs
to bein place at the mid-point of the tribulation.

Doesit seem likely today that there will be a Jewish
templein Jerusalem?

No, in today’ s political climate this seemsimpossible.
However, it al'so seemed impossible for Israel to become a
nation prior to 1948. God isin the business of making the
seemingly impossible happen. Certainly there are signs that
somein Israel want atemple. Thisisseen by anincreasing
number of Israelis as a symbol of their nation and viewed by
many Jews as being necessary for the Messiah to come
(whichistrue). The Temple Institute in Jerusalem is getting

ready for that day.

16. Matthew 24:16-20 - What does Jesustell the Jews
living at thetime to do?

16 "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

17 "Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take

anything out of his house.

18 "Andlet himwho isin thefield not go back to get his

clothes.

19 "But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who

are nursing babies in those days!

20 "And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on

the Sabbath.

o Jesusisteling the Jewswho will bein Jerusalem at
the time of the abomination of desolation to flee the
city - do not even pause to take anything out of the
house or change clothes but to move quickly.

How do we know Jesusisreferring to Jews?

e verse16: "thosewho arein Judea"

o verse20: the Sabbath would mean religious Jews
would be inclined to stay home

17. Matthew 24:21 - What doesour Lord call thisnew
phase of thetribulation?
“For then there will be great tribulation, such as
has not been since the beginning of the world
until thistime, no, nor ever shall be.”
Jesus calls the part of the tribulation that occurs after the
abomination of desolation the "great tribulation."

18. Matthew 24:21 - What will make this period so
terrible?

The great tribulation will be worse than ever has "been since

the beginning of the world" or "ever shall be."
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19. Matthew 24:22 - What will therebealot of during
the great tribulation?
And unless those days were shortened, no
flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake
those days will be shortened.
There will be alot of death during the great tribulation. The
book of Revelation gives details about the tribulation: In one
war, the "Sixth Trumpet War", 1/3 of mankind will dieby a
200 million-man army from the East.

When in history hasthe Earth's population been such
that a 200 million man army could be fielded?

China has the world's largest standing army, approx. 200
million men today when taking into account their reservists!

When in history hasit been possible for awar to kill all

people on earth?

e Not even World War 1l threatened the world’s
population, but our modern weapons of mass-
destruction now can (nuclear, chemical, biological).

e |t canonly be our eraJesusis referring to concerning
His return when He said, "And unless those days were
shortened, no flesh would be saved."

20. Matthew 24:22 - Why will the Lord interveneto
end thisterrible time?
Jesus will end the great tribulation "for the elect's sake."

Who aretheelect that Jesusisreferring to here?

The elect are God's people, those who come to faith in Jesus
Christ during the tribulation who God has chosen to go into
the Kingdom age.

21. Matthew 24:23-25 - What will deceive people
during thetribulation?
23  "Thenif anyone saysto you, 'Look, hereis
the Christ!" or "There!' do not believeit.
24 "For false christs and false prophets will rise
and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect.
25 "See, | havetold you beforehand.
Jesus said that there would be great signs and wonders
during the tribulation, God will alow demon-possessed
people to perform supernatural feats...
2 Thess 2:9-11 - The coming of the lawlessoneis
according to the working of Satan, with all power,
signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous
deception among those who perish, because they did
not receive the love of thetruth, that they might be
saved. And for this reason God will send them strong
delusion, that they should believethe lie,
As an example, the false prophet described in Revelation
causes people to worship the beast (ak.a. Antichrist)...
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Rev 13:13 - He performs great signs, so that he even
makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men.

How was Hitler atype of the Antichrist?

Hitler was so much like we expect the Antichrist to be that
many Christians thought he was. Certainly Hitler sought to
rule the world and he hated God' s people seeking to
exterminate them.

Asatype of the Antichrist, what can we learn about the
Antichrist from theway Hitler conducted his business?

| believe that Hitler manner of deception was right out of
Satan’s playbook and thus provides a preview of the strategy
of the Antichrist for deceiving people... Josef Goebbels, the
Nazi minister of propaganda called Hitler's approach to
deception the “technique of the Big Lie.” Hitler describe his
technique in Mein Kampf, writing, “in the primitive
simplicity of their minds, they more readily fall victimsto
the big lie than the small lie, since they themselves often tell
small liesin little matters but would be ashamed to resort to
large-scale falsehoods. It would never come intotheir heads
to fabricate colossal untruths, and they would not believe
that others could have the impudence to distort the truth so
infamously. Even though the facts which prove thisto be
so may be brought clearly to their minds, they still doubt and
waiver and will continue to think there must be some other
explanation.”

What isthe big liethat the world has accepted?

The worldly mind does not want to accept the idea that men
are basically sinful, deserving of hell... if they did, they
would have to confront their own sin but they have chosen
not to. It isimportant to note that Hitler, the Antichrist and
Satan know how to take advantage of the worldly mind.

What evidence have you seen that the spirit of the
antichrist isactivein theworld today?

There are many things that prove thisto be true. | found a
little article in the Parade Magazine of the Houston
Chronicle June 23, 2002 titled “ Words of Hate Find New
Fans.” Thearticle said that, “ Adolf Hitler’s *Mein Kampf,’
which provided a road map for Nazismis a best seller
again. An Arabic translation published in Lebanon is being
sold in the Middle East and on London’ s Edgware Road,
hometo a large Arab population. The German state of
Bavaria, which owns most international copyrightsto the
1925 book, istrying to stop its publication.”

22. Matthew 24:26-27 - How will the Lord return to the
earth?
26 "Thereforeif they say to you, 'Look, Heis
in the desert!" do not go out; or 'Look, Heisin the
inner rooms!' do not believe it.
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27 "For asthelightning comes from the east
and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of
the Son of Man be.
The Lord will not return in secret but suddenly from heaven
and publicly so all the world sees Him...
Matthew 24:29-30 - Immediately after the tribulation
of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give itslight; the stars will fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then
the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and
then al the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory.

It saysin Acts 1:9-11 that Jesuswill return the same way

Heleft... What doesthismean?
Acts 1:9-11 - Now when He had spoken these things,
while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud
received Him out of their sight. And while they looked
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two
men stood by them in white apparel, who also said,
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you
into heaven, will so comein like manner as you saw
Him go into heaven."

Jesus will return to earth visibly, bodily, descending from

heaven to the very place He ascended from...
Zechariah 14:4 - And in that day His feet will stand on
the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the
east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two,
from east to west, making a very large valley; half of
the mountain shall move toward the north and half of it
toward the south.

23. Matthew 24:28 - What will attract the birds when
theLord returns?
28 "For wherever the carcassis, there the
eagles will be gathered together.
With a preponderance of death will come many carcasses.
The birds that feed on carrion will be agents of divine
judgment. When the Lord comes again, He will comein
judgment...
Rev 19:17-19 - Then | saw an angel standing in the
sun; and he cried with aloud voice, saying to all the
birds that fly in the midst of heaven, "Come and gather
together for the supper of the great God, that you may
eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of
mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on
them, and the flesh of all people, free and dave, both
small and great. And | saw the beast, the kings of the
earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war
against Him who sat on the horse and against His
army.
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24. Matthew 24:29-30 - What five miracles will happen
when theLord returns?

29 "Immediately after the tribulation of those
days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give itslight; the stars will fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
30 "Then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory.

the sun will be darkened

the moon will not giveits light

the starswill fall from heaven

the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven

all the tribes of the earth will see the Son of Man coming

on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory

agrONE

IsMatthew 24:29-30 describing a supernatural event or
something that can be explained by natural phenomena?
Certainly this could all be supernatural, God has acted
supernaturally in history. But usually God uses natural
means to bring about the result Heis looking for. Most of
the description in Matthew 24:29-30 could be brought about
by anuclear war. | think thisis more likely because it gives
those who have rejected a relationship with God a
convenient explanation...
2 Thess 2:11-12 - And for this reason God will send
them strong delusion, that they should believe thellie,
that they all may be condemned who did not believe
the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
Thereisaparallel passage in Revelation which expands on
the description of nuclear war...
Rev 6:12-15 - | looked when He opened the sixth seal,
and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon
became like blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the
earth, as afig tree dropsits late figswhen it is shaken
by amighty wind. Then the sky receded as a scroll
when it isrolled up, and every mountain and island
was moved out of its place. And the kings of the earth,
the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the
mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid
themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the
mountains,

What do you think the sign of the Son of Man is?
Scripture is not clear on this, but whatever it is, people will
know that it foreshadows the coming of the Lord. | think it
will be supernatural, perhaps the Shekinah Glory of God in
the heavens so bright that it penetrates the dust cloud of
nuclear war which obscures the sun and moon. All people
on earth will see the coming of the Lord so Hissign isthe
Lord Himself when He first appears.

2-6



25. Matthew 24:30 - Why do the " tribes’ mourn?
The tribes are the various Gentile races and nations... they
realize Who they have rebelled against and that the time to
repent has passed, the hour of reckoning is upon them.

26. Matthew 24:31 - Who are"the elect" of verse 31?
31 "And Hewill send His angelswith agreat
sound of atrumpet, and they will gather together
His elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other.

Some say the elect is the church but | agree with those who

say itislsrael. The church will aready and forever be with

Christ and not need to be gathered by angels. We are called

by Christ's voice which is like that of an archangel and meet

himin the air, not angels (1Thess 4:16). Also, ministering
angels have always been connected with Isragl.

27. Matthew 24:32-33 - What doesthefigtree &
summer symbolize? (see Hosea 9:10)
32  "Now learn this parable from the fig tree:
When its branch has aready become tender and
puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near.
33 "Soyou also, when you see all these things,
know that it is near-- at the doors!
Thefig treeis recognized by Bible scholars as a symbol of
Isradl...
Hosea 9:10 - "I found Israel like grapesin the
wilderness; | saw your fathers as the firstfruits on
thefig treein itsfirst season.”
- See also Jeremiah 24 and Joel.
Jesus caused afig tree that had leaves but bore no fruit to
wither away in Matthew 21:18-19. Thisfig tree
represented Israel having turned what God gave them into a
lifelessritual...
Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was
hungry. And seeing afig tree by the road, He came to
it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it,
"Let no fruit grow on you ever again." And
immediately the fig tree withered away."

What does " bearing fruit” in the Bible symbolize?
Doing things that glorify God and pay everlasting reward
such as helping lead people to Christ. Note that 1srael under
the Law will never bear any fruit!

How long before the fig tree of | sradl will bear fruit?
Revelation tells about the 144,000 witnesses who bear much
fruit during the tribulation. The 144,000 are described as
12,000 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel (Rev 7:5-8)
representing the whole of the nation of Israel. Note the
result of the 144,000 witnesses...
Rev 7:9-14 - After these things | looked, and behold, a
great multitude which no one could number, of all
nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
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with palm branchesin their hands... These are the ones
who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

| understand that fig trees bear fruit very soon after you
first seetheleaves. Given this, what should on see with
the leaves of Israel?

When Israel begins to put forth its leaves, we should see
fruit. Thetime will come when Israel will again bear fruit.

When will Isradl again bear fruit?
Israel will bear fruit during the tribulation just before Christ
returns.

So, what does summer symbolize?
Summer represents the new season or age when Christ will
physicaly rule on earth, the promised millennial kingdom.

If summer isthe millennial reign of Christ, what would
spring be?

Spring would be the time when the fig tree | srael beginsto
put forth its leaves as a precursor to fruit bearing.

What season isit beforethefig tree' sleaves begin to bud
out?
It iswinter before the leaves bud out.

What does atreelook likein winter without any leaves?
This may be hard for those who have spent their livesin
tropical costal Texas to visualize but any who have seen
deciduous trees in the north during winter know that trees
without leaves look dead.

What did Israel look like before 1948?
Before Israel became a nation in May 1948, it looked dead
with no chance of ever being a nation again.

What was | srael likeasa nation prior to 1948?

Prior to 1948, the Jewish people had been spread out all
over the world without a nation of their own. In 70 AD their
second temple was destroyed by the Romans as prophesied
by Jesus and the Jewish people were dispersed throughout
the Roman Empire. This has been ailmost 1900 years (let's
call it 2000 in round numbers)...

Has something like this ever happened in history before
that a nation that has been dispersed comes back into
their original land after hundreds of years?

No, thisistotally unprecedented. History has shown that
when nations are dispersed, they die. People who are
displaced are assimilated into the local culture where they
end up. The Hebrew people are unique in maintaining their
national identity. It isalso significant that this Diaspora, or
dispersion, is prophesied in many placesin the Bible. The
Bible also makes clear in many places that Israel will be
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brought back into Eretz Israel (the land of Isragl) in the time
just preceding the return of the Messiah. And it isalso
prophesied that once they are brought back into the land that
they will be there forever...
Ezek 37:21-25 - Thus says the Lord GOD: "Surely |
will take the children of Israel from among the nations,
wherever they have gone, and will gather them from
every side and bring them into their own land... and
they shall dwell there, they, their children, and their
children's children, forever
Hosea prophesied that Israel would be without atemple,
king, or anation for two days, but would be regathered by
the Lord at the end of the two days:
Hosea 3:4-5 - For the children of Israel shall abide
many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or
sacred pillar, without ephod or teraphim. Afterward
the children of Israel shall return and seek the LORD
their God and David their king. They shall fear the
LORD and His goodnessin the latter days.

Hosea 6:1-2 - Come, and let us return to the LORD; for
He has torn, but He will heal us; he has stricken, but
Hewill bind usup. After two days He will revive us;
on the third day He will raise us up, that we may livein
His sight.

What do you think the two daysin Hosea 6:1-2 refersto?
Consider time from God’ s perspective...
2 Peter 3:8 - But, beloved, do not forget this one thing,
that with the Lord one day is as athousand years, and a
thousand years as one day.
This gives us pause when we realize one day is counted as a
thousand years with God. It has been 2 daysin round
numbers since Israel was dispersed... we must be the
generation Jesus spoke about that would see His return!

28. Matthew 24:34 - What generation isthe Lord
referring to?
Assuredly, | say to you, this generation will by no
means pass away till al these things take place.
The generation that sees Isragl begin to bud out leaves as a
nation will see Christ return.

Arewe seeing | srael bud out leaves today?

This certainly depends on what you interpret the leaves on
thefig tree to symbolize. Certainly Isragl being back in the
land asanation is significant. If thisis not the leaves of the
fig treetheniit certainly is at least the buds of the leaves.

So, how long is a generation?

When isthelatest Christ islikely to come?

If ageneration is 40 years as Israel wasin the wilderness
before going into the promised land, the Lord’sreturnis
overdue. A generation may well be the basic life span of a
man since the time of the flood, 70 to 80 years (Psalm

BibleTract.org Topical Studies: The Olivet Discourse

90:10)? | can't help but think that there will be people alive
during the time of the Lord’s physical return to earth who
were living during the time when the nation of Israel was
formed.

| can see wheelsturning asyou are doing themath in

your heads... what isthelatest that it seemslikely the

Lord should come back?

e You can do the math and see how close we are. Thisis
not date setting, it is recognizing that we arein the
season of the Lord’ s return.

e |f theLord isgoing to come back in the generation that
saw |srael reformed as a nation in their land within a
70-year life expectancy: 1948 + 70 = 2018.

e Well look at the sequence of end-time events later, but
given that the rapture will occur at least 7 years prior to
the Lord's physical return, we don't have long to
perseverein thisworld.

29. Matthew 24:35 - What istemporary and what is
permanent?
Matthew 24:35 - Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My words will by no means pass away.
God's Word is permanent, the current heaven and earth are
temporary...
2 Pet 3:10 - But the day of the Lord will comeasa
thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away
with agreat noise, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that arein it
will be burned up.

Rev 21:1 - Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.

What doesit mean that God’s Word will never pass
away?

We will continue to study God's Word in eternity because it
will continue to application to us even in the eternal state.
These is awonderful truth, this current life is but a shadow
of the magnificent lifeto come.

30. Matthew 24:36 - Who knowswhen Christ will
return?
"But of that day and hour no one knows, not even
the angels of heaven, but My Father only.
Jesus said only God the Father knew when Christ would
return.

If Jesusis God, why didn’t He know when He was going
toreturn?

Note that Jesus was speaking in the present tense here.
Certainly Jesus knows when He will return now. But prior
to His resurrection, Jesus had set aside many of His
prerogatives as God so that He could perform His mission as
aman and die to pay the penalty for our sins...
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Philippians 2:5-8 - Let this mind be in you which was
also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did
not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross.

While Jesus was here on earth, He was bound by time and

so only revealed to us those things the Father wanted us to

know.

Now a follow-up question to thiswould be, why didn’t
Jesus point out that the Holy Spirit knew when Christ
would return?

This certainly gets into the nature of our Triune God. The
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit all have equal characteristics as
God in their omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence.
So certainly the Holy Spirit has also always known when the
Son would return. When Jesus said “My Father,” Heis
referring to the Godhead which includes Himself as God the
Son aswell asthe Holy Spirit.

When we get to our end-times chronology part of our study,
we'll seethat the coming of the Lord at the end of the
tribulation istied to avery specific event which marks the
beginning of the tribulation, namely the Antichrist
confirming a peace treaty which give a false peaceto Israel
(Daniel 9:27). There are several prophecies we will look at
that give the exact time period between this event and the
return of the Lord even to the very day.

Given that during thetribulation, believer swill know the
day of the Lord’sreturn, how then can Jesus say that
know one knows when He would return?

Again, Jesus was speaking in present tense. During the
tribulation, all who study God’'s Word and are able to
discern spiritual matters will know when the Lord will
return. They’ll be able to mark the day on acalendar. But
we don’t know now because the Antichrist has not emerged
to confirm the peace treaty with Israel. Certainly there has
been many foreshadowings of such a peace treaty but this
one will be so significant that it permits Isragl to build a
temple in Jerusalem, something that seemsimpossible in
today’ s political environment.

Aswe study the end-times chronology, we will see that
God will give those who become Christiansduring the
tribulation sufficient infor mation to know when Jesus
will return... Why didn’t God reveal thisto wewho are
living in thiscurrent age of grace?

Itis God' swill that we live our lives expecting Jesus to
return at any moment. Thisis the doctrine of imminence,
the rapture can occur at any time, thereis no prophetic event
that must precede it. Living with such an expectation helps
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uswalk closer to the Lord, living more holy liveswhich is
Hiswill for us.

Why would God tell thetribulation saints when Jesus
would return?

God tells the tribulation saints when Jesus will return out of
His grace... knowing that the tribulation is limited will help
them make it through it. Jesusisliterally thelight at the end
of the tunnel.

31. Matthew 24:37-38 - What will the days be like that
preceding Christ'sreturn?

37 "But asthe days of Noah were, so aso will

the coming of the Son of Man be.

38 "For asin the days before the flood, they

were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in

marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,
Two things stand out here that characterize the time prior to
the Lord’sreturn: (1) these dayswill be as the days of
Noah were and (2) people will be carrying on their
business as if nothing incredible was about to happen (eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage).

What wer e the days of Noah like?

We seein Genesis that men only thought about evil...
Genesis 6:5 - Then the LORD saw that the wickedness
of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

God was completely absent from the thoughts of men during

the days of Noah.

So, what doesthistell usabout the times preceding
Christ'sreturn?
There will be apostasy, afalling away from the faith with
few people who will know Christ as their Lord and Savior.
Thisis consistent with what the Lord said earlier...
Matt 24:12 - And because lawlessness will abound, the
love of many will grow cold.
Thistrend isreinforced by the question Jesus asked in Luke
18:8, “ When the Son of Man comes, will Hereally find faith
on the earth?”

How is Genesis 6:13 char acteristic of today?
Genesis 6:13 - And God said to Noah, "The end of all
flesh has come before Me, for the earth isfilled with
violence through them; and behold, | will destroy them
with the earth.
Thetime just before the Lord’ s return will be fraught with
violence. Aswe already discussed, the tribulation will be
characterized by whole-sale death with half the world’s
population dieing by the time the Lord returns. Violencein
our world certainly seems to be growing in our world today
which is a foreshadowing of what is to come during the
tribulation.
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How does violence manifest itself in our world today?

e Certainly we have wars occurring somewhere in the
world all thetime.

e Butinthe course of daily living, more people have died
from car crashesin the U.S. than from all our wars...
50,000 people die from auto accidents every year in the
U.S. Road rage has emerged as a common every day
occurrence.

e Thereare even acts of violence that most of usdon’t
even think about: 1.5M unborn babies are aborted every
year inthe U.S.

e | seepersonal violence expressed against mewhen I'm
on abike ride on a straight stretch of road with no cars
coming and a good-ole boy usually in a pick-up truck
passes me as close as he can without hitting me. Such
good-ole boys are making a statement by such an act
and demonstrating that their love has grown cold.

How else was Noah'sflood like the Day of the Lord?

e  God's people (Noah) knew about the coming judgment.
e Noah knew the flood would happen in his lifetime.

e Noah's family was spared judgment and survived.

e  Enoch was raptured before the flood.

32. Matthew 24:39 - What doesit mean, "took them all
away" ?
39 "and did not know until the flood came and
took them all away, so also will the coming of the
Son of Man be.
Those who regjected God died, drowned in the flood from
divine judgment.

33. Matthew 24:40-41 - Who will be " taken™ ?
40 "Then two men will bein the field: one will be
taken and the other left.
41 "Two women will be grinding at the mill: one
will be taken and the other |eft.
42 "Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour
your Lord is coming.
The context of the word “took/taken” here appears to say
that those taken will be taken in judgment or killed.
Certainly it istrue that many will be killed so that they will
not be able to enter the millennial kingdom...
Matt 25:31-41 - When the Son of Man comesin His
glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will
sit on the throne of Hisglory... Then He will aso say
to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed,
into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his
angels:
Only the righteous will be permitted to enter the millennial
kingdom...
Rev 19:21 - And the rest were killed with the sword
which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on
the horse. And al the birds were filled with their flesh.
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Those who support this interpretation point to the word
“then” in Matthew 24:40 which sets this taking of people
after the coming of the Son of Man. Thus the taking hasto
be the judgment and those who remain, remain to enter the
Millennial Kingdom. They also cite the parallel passagein
Luke17...

Luke 17:34-37

34 "l tell you, in that night there will betwo men in

one bed: the one will be taken and the other will be

left.

35 "Two women will be grinding together: the one

will be taken and the other |eft.

36 "Two menwill beinthefield: the one will be

taken and the other left."

37 And they answered and said to Him, "Where,

Lord?" So He said to them, "Wherever the body is,

there the eagles will be gathered together."
In this case the disciples ask “where” thisisto happen and
the Lord’ s answer about the birds gathering to feast on the
dead makes it clear that He is talking about the separation of
people for judgment at His coming. So thisisthe most
likely interpretation and most common among Bible
scholars who don’t ignore prophecy.

However, the problem | have with this taken in judgment
interpretation is that it describes two people working in the
field. Attheend of the tribulation, there will not be much
working going on in thefield...
Rev 8:7 - Thefirst angel sounded: And hail and fire
followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown to
the earth. And athird of the trees were burned up, and
all green grass was burned up.
This doesn’t sound to me like there will be much work
going oninthefield. Even theideathat businesswill be
carried on as usual at the end of the tribulation does not
make sense...
Rev 16:18-21 - And there were noises and thunderings
and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such
amighty and great earthquake as had not occurred
since men were on the earth. Now the great city was
divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations
fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God,
to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His
wrath. Then every isand fled away, and the mountains
were not found. And great hail from heaven fell upon
men, each hailstone about the weight of atalent. Men
blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail,
since that plague was exceedingly great.
Note that the earthquake would be so bad that even
mountains would crumble. If thisisto betaken literaly, it
is hard to imagine that there would not be any man-made
structures left standing. The text goes on about symbolic
Babylon which represents the world' s system...
Rev 18:17-22 - 'For in one hour such great riches came
to nothing.' Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship,
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sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a
distance and cried out when they saw the smoke of her
burning, saying, 'What islike this great city? They
threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and
wailing, and saying, 'Alas, aas, that grezt city, in
which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her
wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.'
"Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and
prophets, for God has avenged you on her!" Then a
mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and
threw it into the sea, saying, " Thus with violence the
great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not
be found anymore. The sound of harpists, musicians,
flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you
anymore. No craftsman of any craft shall be found in
you anymore, and the sound of amillstone shall not be
heard in you anymore.

This sounds to me like the end of business as usual: “ no

craftsman of any craft shall be found in you anymore, and

the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you anymore.”

So who istaken away in Matthew 24:40-417?

Many have said this refers to the rapture it certainly gets
across the concept of imminence since “ you do not know
what hour your Lord is coming.”

The problem with this being a reference to the rapture
however isthat in context, Jesus is speaking primarily to the
Jews who will be going through the tribulation. While the
rapture is no doubt a significant event to the Jews going
through the tribulation it occurs before the tribulation and
tribulation saints will not be taken in the rapture. So another
possibility isthat this passage refers to a supernatural lateral
rapture regathering the Jews into the land of Israel thus
completing the sporadic regathering that has been occurring
since May 14, 1948. This supernatural regathering will
cause Israel to regard the miracle of their return to the land
as agreater miracle than when their forefathers came up out
of Egypt...
Jeremiah 16:14-15 —“Therefore behold, the days are
coming,” saysthe LORD, “that it shall no more be
said, 'The LORD lives who brought up the children of
Israel from the land of Egypt,' but, The LORD lives
who brought up the children of Israel from the land of
the north and from all the lands where He had driven
them.' For | will bring them back into their land which
| gaveto their fathers.”

34. Matthew 24:42 - Why should we be watching for
thereturn of theLord?
42 "Watch therefore, for you do not know what
hour your Lord is coming.
Because we do not know when Heisreturning. He could
return at any time ...thisis the doctrine of "imminence."
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35. Matthew 24:43-44 - What isthe coming of the Lord
compared to? Why?

43 "But know this, that if the master of the
house had known what hour the thief would
come, he would have watched and not allowed
his house to be broken into.
44  "Therefore you aso be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

The coming of the Lord is compared to the coming of a thief

because those who are not ready for Him will be surprised.

How should theimminent return of Christ impact the
way we live?
Waitch for the Lord and be about our Father's business. The
apostle Paul said...
1Thessalonians 5:4-6 - But you, brethren, are not in
darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a
thief. You areal sons of light and sons of the day. We
are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore let us
not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.
So we should be sober - not be given to mindless, worldly
escapist activities but make good use of the time we have to
please God & watch for the Great Escape...

And as Jesus said we should do in the parable of the minas,
“do businesstill | come” (Luke 19:13).
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