Rapture of the Church
Reference:  1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 – 16the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air (NIV)
Where do we get the term rapture?
What happens when believers meet the Lord?
How do we know living Christians will be resurrected?
Reference:  1 Corinthians 15:51-53 – 51I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. (NIV)
What is the “mystery” revealed here?
Why didn’t God reveal the rapture before Jesus came?
Why does the word “sleep” mean here?
How fast will Christians be changed into their new bodies?

What is the significance of the trumpet?
What must be taken off us and put on?

How will those left behind at the rapture react?

2 Thessalonians 2:10-11– They refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie (NIV)

Why is it important to have a correct view of the timing of the rapture?

Matthew 24:44 – So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him (NIV)
What kind of dangerous doctrines can come from other than a pre-tribulation rapture?

How do the following passages indicate that the rapture precedes the tribulation?

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 – The dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air (NIV)

1 Thessalonians 4:18 – Therefore encourage each other with these words  (NIV)

1 Thessalonians 5:9 – For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ  (NIV)

2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 – the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the One who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming  (NIV)

Who is the One holding back lawlessness?
How will the Holy Spirit be taken away?

When will the Holy Spirit be taken away?

Who is the “lawless one”?

How will the “lawless one” be revealed?

Daniel 9:27 – he will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' …he will put an end to sacrifice and offering …he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him (NIV)  

How is the rapture different from the second coming of Christ?
	
	Rapture
	Second Coming

	Seeing Jesus
	Believers only
	All people

	Meeting Jesus
	In the air
	On earth

	Resurrection
	All believers
	No one

	The church
	Goes to heaven
	Returns to earth

	Judgment
	Believers’ works
	Nations

	Predictability
	Imminent
	Tied to key events

	Timing
	Pre-tribulation
	Post-tribulation

	Bible references
	Veiled in OT
	Prophesied in OT

	Satan
	No references
	Satan incarcerated


What distinguishes the Scripture parings below?
2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 – Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him   (NIV)
Revelation 1:7 – Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him    (NIV)
1Thessalonians 4:17 – we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air  (NIV)
Zechariah 14:4 – On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley  (NIV)
Colossians 3:4 – When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory  (NIV)
Revelation 19:14-15 – The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.  (NIV)
John 14:3 – if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am  (NIV)
1Thessalonians 3:13 – May He strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all His holy ones.  (NIV)
1 Peter 1:7 – These have come so that your faith… may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  (NIV)
Matthew 25:31-32 – When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  All the nations will be gathered before Him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  (NIV)
1 Thessalonians 5:2 – for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night  (NIV)
Daniel 12:11-13 – “From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.  Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days.  “As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.”  (NIV)
Revelation 3:10 – Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.  (NIV)
Revelation 19:11 – I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and makes war.  (NIV)
Micah 7:2 – The godly have been swept from the land; not one upright man remains. All men lie in wait to shed blood; each hunts his brother with a net.  (NIV)
Daniel 2:44 – In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.  (NIV)
2Thessalonians 2:7 – For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till He is taken out of the way.    (NIV)
Revelation 20:2 – He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.  (NIV)
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