Oil & Armageddon
Initial Reference: James 5:1-8 (NIV)
1Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. 2Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 6You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.  7Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.
How did locusts affect an agrarian society?

The LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come upon the land of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land"  (Exodus 10:12, NKJV)

What are the locusts of today’s economy?

You shall carry much seed out to the field and gather but little in, for the locust shall consume it.  (Deuteronomy 28:38, NKJV)

What will be mankind’s solution to our economic perturbations?

These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast.  (Rev 17:13, NKJV)
No one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.   (Rev 13:17, NKJV)

What is the problem with big government?
“the prince of this world is coming” (John 14:30, NIV)

How is Satan behind our economic woes?

No one can serve two masters… you cannot serve God and mammon.  (Matt 6:24, NKJV)

How do high oil prices further the agenda of Satan?
They worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?"

(Revelation 13:4, NKJV)

What has made today’s economic swings worse?

With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed—an accursed brood!  (2 Peter 2:14, NIV)

What is driving up oil prices?
Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you!  …you have heaped up treasure in the last days.  (James 5:1-3, NKJV)
What is the problem with greed?
Give me only my daily bread; otherwise, 

I may have too much and disown You   

(Proverbs 30:8-9, NKJV)
How does inflation affect us?
The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you.  

(James 5:4, NIV)
What will the economy be like during the Tribulation?

A quart of wheat for a day's wages, and three quarts of barley for a day's wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!  (Revelation 6:6, NIV)
What will the food supply be like during the Tribulation?

There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events…  (Luke 21:11, NIV)
What will become of the economy of the Tribulation?

The merchants who sold these things and gained their wealth from her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. They will weep and mourn… In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!  

(Revelation 18:16-17, NIV)
What do high oil prices tell us about the supply of oil?
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies.  (Isaiah 51:5, NIV)
Is the earth’s supply of oil running out?

the earth will wear out like a garment  

(Isaiah 51:5, NIV)
How will the death throes of the oil age affect the world? 

the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. 

(Isaiah 51:5, NIV)
Why will the world’s oil situation lead to apocalyptic turmoil? 
How do we know that the world’s distribution of oil is not coincidence?
You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things, and by Your will they were created and have their being.

(Revelation 4:11, NIV)

How will lust for oil lead to Armageddon?
The Sovereign LORD says: I am against you, O Gog... I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army  (Ezekiel 38:3-4, NIV)
Who else invades the Mideast?

The king of the North will… …invade the Beautiful Land.  (Daniel 11:40-41, NIV)

The great river Euphrates… was dried up to prepare the way for the kings from the East.  (Rev 16:12, NIV)

How will the lust for oil culminate?
Spirits of demons… go out to… the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty …they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.  

(Revelation 16:14-16, NKJV)
Where is the hope in the economic trend?
The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.  (James 5:4, NIV)
They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat… My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands; they shall not labor in vain  

(Isaiah 65:22-23, NKJV)

How else do we know we don’t have to fear the economic trend?

As in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

until the day that Noah entered the ark

(Matthew 24:38, NKJV)

Is the Lord’s return the only hope for the economic trend?

As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.  (Genesis 8:22, NIV)

How should we respond if oil prices…

(a) keep going up?
(b) start to drop?
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