Heaven
Why study about heaven?

Miss-conceptions about Heaven

Is knowing about life in heaven beyond our imagination?
"No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him"— but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. 

(1 Corinthians 2:9-10, NIV)
Deut 29:29 - The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever... (NKJV)
Col 3:1 - If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. (NKJV)

What is heaven?
Who is like the LORD our God, who dwells on high (Psalms 113:5, NKJV)

What is the common view of what heaven is like?

I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps

(Revelation 14:2, NKJV)

What is the Bible’s view of heaven?

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. …And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them (Revelation 21:1-3, NKJV)

Where does the idea of heaven as only a spirit world come from?
By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God
(1 John 4:2, NKJV)

How is the Bible’s creation account diametrically opposed to the Greek belief that the matter is evil?
Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.  (Genesis 1:31, NIV)

Isaiah 24:5-6 - The earth is defiled by its people; they have disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes and broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore a curse consumes the earth  (NIV)

Did all the goodness of creation disappear as a result of man’s sin?

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  (Psalms 19:1, NIV)

Romans 8:21 - creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God (NIV)

New Heavens and New Earth

What does this tell us about our life in heaven?
In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  (John 14:2-3, NIV)

Daniel 2:44 - "And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.  (NKJV)
Why is earth’s redemption essential to God’s plan?
“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be remembered or come to mind”  (Isaiah 65:17, NKJV)

Psalm 72:19 - And blessed be His glorious name forever! And let the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen. (NKJV)

What will it mean for the curse to be lifted?
No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him.    (Revelation 22:3, NIV)

To Adam He said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you…  (Genesis 2:17-18, NIV)

Why does all creation await our resurrection?

The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  (Romans 8:19-21, NIV)
Our Bodies 

What happens when a person dies?
We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.

(2 Corinthians 5:8, NIV)

1Thes 5:23 - Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (NKJV)

How do we know that we’ll have bodies after death?
The rich man also died and was buried.  And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.'  (Luke 16:22-24, NKJV)

The hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth-- those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.  (John 5:28-29, NKJV)

What can we learn about our future glorified bodies from this passage?

Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.

(Philippians 3:20-21, NIV)

Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

 (1 Corinthians 15:20, NIV)

What does this tell us about our future bodies?

Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to them, "Peace to you.“  But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit.  And He said to them, "Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts?  "Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.“  When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.  But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, "Have you any food here?“  So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb.  And He took it and ate in their presence.  (Luke 24:36-43, NKJV)

Will men be men and women, women in heaven?
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  (Galatians 3:28, NKJV)

What We’ll be Doing
What does this tell us about our future relationships?

At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.  (Matthew 22:30, NIV)

What will it be like to rule with Jesus forever?

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."(Genesis 1:26, NKJV)

Psalm 37:18 - The LORD knows the days of the upright, and their inheritance shall be forever. (NKJV)

'Well done, my good servant!' his master replied. 'Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.' (Luke 19:17, NIV)

Isaiah 9:7 - Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end.  (NKJV)

Will we know everything in our resurrected bodies?

Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
(1 Corinthians 14:12, NIV)

Ephesians 2:4-7 - God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love…  made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  (NKJV)

What will worship be like in heaven?

Every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!"  

 (Revelation 5:13, NKJV)
Revelation 21:22 - But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  (NKJV)

Will we measure time in eternity?

In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. 

(Revelation 22:2, NKJV)
Genesis 8:22 - While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer, and day and night shall not cease.  (NKJV)

What will our daily lives be like in heaven?

By the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing; so on the seventh day He rested from all His work.   (Genesis 2:2, NIV)

Genesis 2:15 - The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. (NIV)

John 5:17 - Jesus answered them, "My Father has been working until now, and I have been working."  (NKJV)
What will make our work more pleasant in heaven?
No longer will there be any curse.  The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve Him.  (Revelation 22:3, NIV)
Genesis 3:17 - To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for you.  (NIV)
What will work be like in heaven?

They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant 

and others eat. (Isaiah 65:21, NIV)

How far-reaching is the resurrection?

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. “Yes,” says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them”   

(Revelation 14:13, NKJV)

Psalm 90:17 - And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands for us; yes, establish the work of our hands. (NKJV)
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